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Very Dear Zobeida,

A long frustration it has been for us
not to have found enough peace of mind to give you before this the expression off
our gratefulness and love.True we might have sent you earlier a token greeting
a simple sign of life ,a concise testimony of our feelings ,but we really
wished to find . an occasion when we could go deeper into ourselves and come up
with a better and truer message from the very bottom of our heart.A ldslthe
hectic state of our daily life since we came back in Paris -exhibitions,pain-
ting projects and the writing of memoirs - has not allowed for a real pause
in which to collect our thoughts and give you a fit expression of what we
for so many months now had intended you to know.

As we,for a_couple of days,have found that little brea-
thing space,at last,we would likey%g receive herewith the long delayed o .
but deep-felt testimony of our infinite gratitude for the way you welcomed us
home and helped us in Capetown last year,and also for the unbelievable gene-
rosity and kindness with which for a long¢,unforgetable day you did set your
whole self at our disposal,but above all for being the person you are.

Know,dearest friend,that.not gn what you did r us -
driving us around in your father's carfgg¥ogﬁglsgx§gg%%tyggryoﬁg ggfgég presen-
ce made these few hours one of the most moving moments in our homecoming,which
was in itself,a long succession of emotionalimeetings, gatherings and reunions,
after nearly a life-time's absence.

Your graceful modesty together with that true solidarity
of yours which would not content itself with being a mere spiritual principle
in a general way but had to find expression in such a particular gesture of
effective friendliness,have gone directly to our hearts and touched us in the
deepest sense.

It was of immense importance for me,Ernest,to be given
such an occasion of being reunited with the Malay community and 6f returning
to that section of my people and my past over the gap of so many years which
I rather had thought would have,as for so many others less happy,swallowed
my last hopes of seing again the shores from where I did set to sea for
the adventure of my whole adult life ,the which,I then ignored ,Destiny had
decreed should be spent far from my land of birth.

That day which your kindness dedicated us was marked,

I strongly felt,by that same impression of necessity which seemed at cer#ain
moments of my life to have guided my steps.How else could I explain the
coincidence ,the strange happenings and meetings that tokk place during these
few hours as during our during our first visit to Capetown a few months before.

Does it not strike you as extraordinary that after you
picked wus up that morning at Kalk Bay,drove us to the Museum,and showed us
some parts of the Malay quarter and District Six,when the moment,at midday,
of going somewhere to eat had come,and after we had considered some other pla-
ces ,you should have had the inspiration to suggest that we went to your
friend's parents who had opened ,you told ,some kind of restaurant at home for
the people she guides in her city-tour.And in spite of her being absent herself]
that we still should have decided to go up-hill to that beatiful place with
a terrace and that breathtaking view over the bay and the Table Mountain.
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