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6 December 1993

Mr Ernest Mancoba
153 Rue du Chateau
75014 PARIS. France

Dear Mr Mancoba

Please allow me to introduce myself. I am the vice-chancellor of the University
of the Western Cape in Cape Town, South Africa. I attach hereto a a short extract

from a publicity pamphlet of the university in order to give you some
introduction to the institution.

I am writing on behalf of the university's Senate and Council which at its most
recent meetings voted for the award of an honorary doctorate to you in
recognition of your magnificient achievements and contributions in the field of
art. We would be honoured if you were to agree to accepting from the university
the degree Doctor Litterarum (honoris causa).

I attach for your information the memorandum in support of your nomination for an
honorary award.

Other persons to whom the university would be awarding honorary degrees are the
painter Gregoire Boonzaier, the jazz musician Abdullah Ibrahim and the novelist
Bessie Head (posthumously).

The university has previously awarded honorary doctorates to the following
persons: Dr Erika Theron, former chancellor of the institution; the poet-painter
Breyten Breytenbach and Dr Richard van der Ross, former vice-chancellor of the
university; ANC and SACP activist Govan Mbeki and Professor J C de Villiers,
renowned neurosurgeon and former chairperson of the university council; national
leaders Oliver Tambo and Nelson Mandela; four women in veteran trade unionist Ray

Alexander, the Mocambican patriot Graca Machel, French human rights fighter
Danielle Mitterand and Cape Town activist Mama Zihlangu.

We have learnt from Elza Miles that you may be coming to South Africa for the
launch of the soon to be published book on your work, and would like to liaise
about the possibilities of combining that event with the award of the honorary
doctorate.

I look forward to hearing from you.

RECTOR AND VICE-CHANCELLOR
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